THE DIARY- JULY 1998 





This diary gives details of campaigns ai^ meetings in Nottingham, or events elsewhere supported by Nottingham based 
activists, concerning Human & Animal Rights, Environmental & Social Issues, and Peace & Co-operation Worldwide. There 
are no single issues in reclaiming the future. 

7fte Diary is imdat^ continuously, based on info displayed in the Nott FIN newsletter and in the Free Information Network area 
at Nottii^iams Rainbow Resource Centre, udiere more details and more up-to-date event info may be found. 

To receive fuither editions send the i^uired number of self-addressed, stamped envelopes to the Rainbow Centre. Or tell us 
where you picked up this copy, or saw it displayed, and well try to distribute future copies at the same place. 

i July 1998 


Sat 4th 

Sun 5th 
Mon 6th 
Mon 6th 

Thur 9th 

Sat 11th 
Sat nth 
Tuesl4th 


Save Northern Swimming Baths Campaign - Fun Day! Stalls, side shows, music. Parade/march from 
Bulwell Market at noon to Northern Gnut (opposite the Baths on Vcmon Road). Call: 916 2215 / 915 3868 
Nottm Animal Rights Confederation, 'let Sunday* meeting & campaign planning. 

Greenpeace Support Group meets 1st Monday monthly at The Navigation, Wilford St, nr Canal St 
Nottm Action for Southern Africa meets 1st Monday monthly 7.30 at The Lincolnshire Poacher, 
Mansfield Road. Contact Mike on 970 2120, or Box 6, 118 Manrfield Road, Nottm NGl 3HL 


Undercurrents Video Premiere,^ Earth First! Meeting, 7pm The Canteen 188 Mansfild Rd, Notts 

Hillgnive Cattery Demo, Transport available contact the Rainbow Centre. 

AmUent Green Picnic, Millmead; Guildford. Free. 

Friends of the Earth. 2nd dt last Tuesdays. 7.30pm. Friends Meeting House, Clarendon St 


Wed 15th Nottm Claimants Action. Foftnightly meeting. 7.30pm at the Rainbow Centre Canteen. 

Thur 16th Green Pafty Discusion, on Amnesty International 8pm ICC Mansfield Rd. 

Fri 17-18th Derby Punx Picnic, \^ctoria liui. Picnic dt camping at Bass Rec Protest site. 

Sat 25 th Environment Fair Redhill Youth Centre Redhill Road. 

Sun 26th Ecoworks Community Day, Himgeifaill Allotments, St Anns. 

Wed 29 th Big Green Gathering: Info; PO Box 123, Salisbury, WilU. Ph: 01747 870667 

Fri 31st Lugnassad, Pagan Festival of first fiiuits, everywhere! 

Fri 31st 7 Nott FIN/Ned Ludd Newt editorial workshop. 7pm Rainbow Library (back door); 


August 

Sun 2nd Protest walk/picnic against the Bestwood (Quarry. 1 lam Lodge dt )Vinding Engine Car parks, picnic Nr Adventure 
Playground For further details please contact the Rainbow Centre. 


Shell Picket • Fridays at 5.30pm at London Road. Contact June / Dave /Rainbow Centre to confirm 
Nottm Hunt Saboteurs Assoc. To help with fundraising or active wildlife protection contact Brent c/o Rainbow, 

Prevent Unwanted Pets. To help with fundraising or in any other way call 941 8872, 

Sanctuary Working Party. Helping local sanctuaries where no healthy animals are ever destroyed. Details from Rainbow, 

CONTACTS : RAINBOW CENTRE: 176-188 Mansfield Road, Nottm NGl 3HW. 10am-5pm. Ph: 958 5666 
Contact these c/o the Rainbow Centre : NottFiN • the Free Information Network; McLibel Support Group; 

Animal Rights Confederation (also Angie on 974 6814); Kirkby Cats Home (also Phil on 01623 756592); 

Enough • Nottm Anti-Consurnerism Campaign (also c/o Women*s Environmental Network on 913 3029); 

Earth Fintl; Friends Of the Earth (also Jill on 953 8843); Nottm Wind power Project (also 948 0829); 

Prevent Unwanted Pets (phone on ^1 8872); Vaccination Awareness Network (also 948 0829); 

Vegetarian & Vegan Society (also Tracy: 981 7620); Veggies Catering Campaign (also Lunchtimes at Clinton St East); 
ALSO : Green Network News has news A dates of maiw more environmental activities. Phone Tim Gray on 941 7849, 
Campaign Against The Arms Trade: 89 Crossman St NG5 2HL. Phone: 960 3693 (eve) / 970 6994, 
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NED LUDD'S NEWS 

NottFiN 10 

1 In Yer Face 

1st July 

Pree/Donation 


PEOPLE OF 
NOniNGHAM, 
DEFEND 
SHERWOOD 
FOREST! 

Multinational earth rapists Tarmac, 
(Twyford Down, road stone to Newbury 
Bypass, 2nd Runway at Manchester 
Auport, 1st Kids Prison at Cookham 
Woods, all round nice guys!) Have 
planning permission for two quarries at 
Bestwood Country Park, just 5 miles 
north of the city centre, one of the last 
remnants of Sherwood Forest 

Planning permission was given for the 
quarries in 1963 when environmental 
regulations were almost non existent. It 
was updated under the Environment Act 
1995 to impose modem conditions on 
the development, but the Council 
Planning Department could not stop it • 
The hillside for the main quarry 
Bestwood 1, can be seen from as far 
away as the Ml.at this stage as they 
would have wanted due to the huge levels 
of compensation that they would have 
to pay to Tarmac (^his woul i run into 
millions of pounds.) 

So as our Local Councils hands are tied 
by the corporation, it's up to us as its our 
park to defend it from the developers out 
for even bigger profits. 

Potential Impact; 

The impact of the quarries will be severe 
on the Country Park, the communi^ of 
Bestwood Village, and the wider 
communities of Nottingham. 

Landscape & Views; 

- the immediate view from Bestwood 
Milage would be Destroyed. 

- The view fix>m the park would be mined 
and the quarry is next to the most heavily 
used bit of the park. 

Recreational Use; 

• Up to 500,000 people visit the park 
ea^ year. They come lot freedom, safety, 
quiet, and to relax from the stresses of 
the city. All these features will be 
destroyed. 

Ecological; 

- the park is extremely important 


ecologically. It is one of the few surviving 
remnants of Sherwood Forest and 
contairu species of local, regional, and 
national importance. 

• the sit of Bestwood one quarry is an 
SINC (Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation) due to its unimproved acid 
grassland habitat, and is extremely rare 
m the country. Next to the site are 3 
more SINC's. 

• evidence from other sites suggests that 
the hydrology (water flows throu^ the 
landscape) would be badly affected, 
causing die bade of trees over a substantial 
area. The main trees to be affected would 
be oaks, and recently coppiced or planted 
trees. 

• Dust pollution on ancient woodlands, 

meadows, ponds would have serious 
effects on habitats hindering 
photosynthesis, and interfering with 
plant reproduction and 

evapotranspiratioiL 

- Noise pollution will affect the breeding 
of birds, and habits of small nununals. 



Bestwood is used by businesses, 
community groups and schools, the 
quany will disnq>t or stop all of these. 

- It has been rumoured by the Education 
Department that if the quarry goes ahead 
that no schools would be prepared to 
visit (currently approx. 10,000 school 
childrm a year visit) 

- the park is renowned for its youth 
environment work this would have to 
stop. 

• the majority if not all the events held at 
the park would be damaged. 


lit of Sherwood Forest 


Heritage; 

- apart fixmi being part of Sherw 
the quarry would be right next the 
Winding Engine House a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, a ranger found a 
Neolithic axe head no more th^ 30 metres 
from the quany site. 

Location; 

- for Bestwood 1, they plan a hole 100ft 
deep on a site of approxunately 32 acres. 
Ri^t next to the most heavily used are 
of the park, next to the adventure 
playground, picnic area, Enviro Camp 
Site,etc... It couldnt be more damaging 
unless it was in the middle of the park 
itself. 


- Bestwood 2 is to be an extension of a 
disused quarry alongside the park. 

Health & Safety; 

• this is one of the major issues. Having 
such a deep hole in a area that attracts 
thousands of children. There have already 
been accidents involving young people 
and the old quany site, which is 1/3 of 
the depth, including broken limbs. Fences 
and signs dont stop them as they are just 
rii^ddown, and quarries are exciting 
play areas. 

Transport; 

- The quarry proposal would involve 
150,000 vehicle movements, which 
eejuates to one Tarmac wagon eveiy 12 
mmutes of the working day. 

So, it's up to you we can either have a 
beautiful Country Park for ourselves and 
our children to enjoy or a Multiiutional 
Corporation, blackmailing our local 
council, making profits at our e:q)ense, 
and adding sand to the over 7 years worth 
weVe got stockpiled in the county already 

Everybody come and see the site on 
Sunday the 2nd of August, 11am There 
will be two short walks, one starting 
from the car paric at the south (City side) 
of the park Near Bestwood Lodge. And a 
shorter one starting at the carpark near the 
Winding Engine House, at Bestwood 
Milage, Bring stuff for a picnic, barmers 
and anything else you would like to find. 
There will ^ a guided nature walk, and 
activities for chilmen, talks on the proposed 
development and what we can do about 
it! Sec Diary. Contact Notts EF! 

Bring all your Family and friends 
defend your park and communities from 
reckless profit driven developments. 


"The barracade blocks the road, but opens the wav!" 


Act Now I Then send your words to Nottingham Free Information Network 


c/o Rainbow Centre, 180 Mansfield Road, Nottingham KOI 3. Better still email veggies@innotts.co.uk 


issaippY 

: posopua (Moquiu;} 0 % oiqaXad) uopvuoQ 

*(aa.9 pomqfusip sjoi[j uSisdanQ *sdnoj8 ^{siaioioaioo, 
ioj 001 iod C3r uoitvuop poisaSSng) 

ip|M 8J9|u pasopua ai{| a|nqp|8|p asuaf^ 


: 

a|nqp|S|p |i|m j qapiM safdoa vj|xa puat asuaij 

(stsoo tuud spjVMot aSvtsod joj sduints asopu^) 
* MTjf WO|j JO sanss| ixan aqi puas asua]j 

*AVHC ION uiBqSmMOM ‘pso^ PI9U«*«W 
081 ‘aainaD Aioqu|B^ op *NIi))ON o| puas 
pas sn^iap 3n|Atoiio| aqi iCdoo assau ’3a]panj 

JO uopnqjJisip q}|M dpq o| paqAaf ajB noj^ 

pnnaiv siuiod 

j^o-daip snoucA o| pa^nquisip si pus *iiiud 
0 ) iCdoD jad d 9 sisoa %i iCj^ paiBpdn 

S{ Jd 9 i 9 {SAk 3 N ^JOAipN nojiBouojiii aajj siqx 

laaiHDsaas 




/Vi. 4) 

22 . r 

_ ••• le ppn Sujaq Sumeejog _ j 

pJBMOH 

u999 0i 

nod* 9 XIWM j, nop vpjwtsvq ozfy sMoa oqx/, 

irenweno sqj, 

u 99 SO<IX 9 puw SVZJOjnj *SJfOOtfS„ 

ino siDU. 

9 Xfy UO 999 % OOp nOJCSM 9 n 9 tfJ^ „ 


{itd-iOLU qDnui gonuj pue 
— SMau |eqo|6 • juatuuojjAua • * 
SMdu )aaj)$ ••• siuauidiqs a)seM jeapnu 
sm6{j (BiuiuB ••• sd|66nj)s Aijunmujop 
*’• puB)aj| u} uofpe pajip )o asu aip ••• 
SMau aqi jo |OJ)uoa aojiod SujieBqsaAui 


OOpiA SM9U 
BUjUUlM pjBMB et/j 



9NIN33IIOS: 




‘.J'JUJ. JDUV t 

Naa'iffviTVAv 

luiiii'pau 

/TXTP/sauiA/IsajojuiBH 

/uio3*saiiiaoa3*AiMM 

//:dpq i»’ t9uja)u| aqt 

UO SI u] Xpuv Y laSlM o| n|u«i|x 

(uopv)g sng sJtuaQ uioq suiui ^ 

*9nu9AY uq^ jeau uopSui^un^ 
uoipunf VI joop qoeq MO{{dX)'umo|^ 
pld^suepq ‘Xieiqiq aj)ua3 Avoquie^ 
aqi uid^ %^tl£ Xapfj^ uo 

doqsqjoAi |euo|ipa |xau aqi sn u{Of 

inaiaq paqsqqnd SAvaiA aq) 
qi^ aaj8e Xiurssaaau )ou saop hJT.gwoN 

'dn|sjosuao *uopeai|qnd 

siqt JO v^ed put aanpojdaj' o; aajj 
|aaj asea|d ^qSuXdoa-pue si s^ppnq pa^ 

;8unpou op pue a 1 aqj jo 
)uo.qui auioq ;e qs o) noX )aadx^||iq 9/a. 

Xue japun leSaqi paiapisuoa uoipe 
Xuf auopuoa jo uuiapuoa X|uessaaau 
)ou op s^ppnq pa^ jo sjaqsijqnd aqj. 

I pa^saja^uj *** 
sjasici-puiq 

^uomqupip ^sjauSisap poXer *‘s;sicL() 
‘sja^UAi paau a^ *pauioa|aAi si d|aq mo\ 
*8Jaix8ieduiea uieq8ui))Ofq jo aApaaijoa 
f Xq paanpojd si *jdna{SMa|q siqx 

'8uisnie8jo aqt ui d|aq uea 
a^ luaAd aqi p uoipa||oa jo '{{ep e um 
01 sn aiiAUi JO ^ JOJ luauaq t op uaqi 
saiijed/s8i8 asnieSjo noA jj 'aaug sn daaq 
subiieuop* X|uo 'qsea auios sn aAiS uaqi 
P^N 'sanssi |?aoj inoqe 

XpefnaiiJea ^jms sn 8uipuas pue SuiifL^ 
noX uo*X{aj osfe 9/a ‘q^Avpu siqi iuo.q 
uopeuuojui qanui uieiqo 9/a qSnoqi^y 

'Xiiunoa aqi 

punoje suoiieaqqnd jefnuis pue sisjr.g 
JO ^A^au e jo auo isnf si SAia^q s^ppnq 
pa^q luaisXs dAissajddo'pue aAiieiioidxa 
*8uidej-qiJea siqi isuieSe qaeqiq8^ 
aqi'pue sajniitiaqns uo uoiieuijojui 
SuipiAOjd jaded paseq Xijunuiuioa 
e SI qjOMiaiq uoiieuuojuj aajj aqx 

jqjOAiia^ 

uopBuuojoi 
aaj^ uiBqSuiiio^ 


iiuauiuadxa aqi jo yed aq i,uoq 

Xjejqif yeiiuaa aqiie deaqa/aa{^ pue Xsea si 
asn puLiaiui {UJiq*ua8/qn*oa*aeuip*AiAiM 
//:diiq uo ojui qaaqa aje Xaqi ajaqM 
ino puij 01 aiiqsuieqSuiiiofq ui saqs 
isai xipua8 ajo'ui dA^ jo jnoj aie'ajaqx 

'Moqs |ejni|naij8e ue 
JOJ puedaid Suiaq io|d uoiieiisiiouiap 
xipuaS e paXoJisap * sjaddoq 
sjn{su{ooiiiq aqi saA{dsuiaqi 8uq|ea dnai8 
e puy *pus|loag ui paieuiuieiuoaap uaaq 


aAeq sails ased|aj ajoui oau uaqi aauig 

inifj X8o|ouqaopig suoiSa'^ aqi pue 
yo^ejx luauiiK>j|^3 JO liiaQ aqi uioig 
aiqeqeAe saseafai ^ejaqqap jo jaisiSai 
oifqiul oiND »qi <n-»jai sapoo .qx 

'oiuesuopq *sasea|aj 
aiejaqi|ap jo japiSaj aqqnd ONO 
uo paisif lou ,aiif qaeii-isej, auo sn|d 

6/ZZWL6 ‘£\/ZZm6 

^oiAia^q s3ui^ aSpoq ise^ ^ 

'sSuipioH 
'MLZWLe aJfHsujdouiq 
*||aMqio^ ^uijej uosjaqai^q ^ 

•OASuSv 7,l/6im6 
ajiqsujeqSuiiiofq ^uoiaau^ fieH * 

suiaisXg saipudQ 
TD^V5JL6 J»lsa>no|o ‘jaisabuajio 
‘uoiSuippig ‘uuej azeafXjQ ^ 

•anbipuao jaauoij 'Z/VZ8J^6 
anqsjdisajo^ ^MOLUaqquj Huiej uioqx « 

- aiaM paiisiA saiis aqx T 

*paiueMun 

pue Xiessaaauun osje aje Xaqx 'saipoq 
jno pue luauiuojiAua jno oiui paseafaj 
uaqAi paisaiun se pue aiqejfOJiuoaim 
*d[qeiaipdjdun X|snoja8uep 

dje Xaqi lem panSje Suof aAeq sdoja 
pajaau^ua XqeaipuaS jo siuauoddQ *I 


- joiipa 01 sapM 
|uiiq*xiidua8 

/8eqs/88jo/8jo*qui|OJiAua*MMM 
//:diiq :ie laujaiui * aqi' uo punoj 
aq ueo^aiqisuodsaj sisiAipe aqi Xq uaqei 
‘sojoHd -etfrOSt, 9994,0 98»<i" 9156 


VLZ 1810 w) ^yoMpiq SuuaauiSuH 
ayaua0 aq; qea - uoiieuuojui Jaqimj joj 



•spooj 

pajaauiSua XqeoipuaS qiui Xddeq auaM 
%f\ Xfuo paAioqs {{od ueipjenr) 
e Xepsjnqx aqi ui pauiieq aq 
pinoqs suisiueSjo pajaaui8uaXi{eapaud8 
leqi papnpuoa uopeiaossy &iauinsuo3 
aqi pue uinjoj saipuaij ‘Xjnqsuieg 
Xq pasiueSjo ,Xmf suaziqa, e Xepspnx 
UQ 'aseaun aijqncf Suiiuhoui jo ixaiuoa 
aqi ui paunaab aAeq suopae UdAds asaqx 


^'PIJOM Jajes e oi 


jasop sppg udAds aje 9iA Hnioipe paqp 
inpaead pue af qisuodsai oi anp *8unuoui 
siqx *01 io8 9KfitA uaqi sisajaiui 
jno paiojd oi pe i,uea luaimudAO^ 
^*0 J! 'anssi tpii uo leas 8ui\up 
aqi in pu seM aq leqi poiey Xiiuaaai 
[jaispiiui pooj xq] Ja3poxj?af pX paqeq 
aq 01 spfag asc^p joj pagea aAeq saiauaSe 
uopeAiasuoa luaunua;^ jnoj 'sinnoui 
jnb UI sdo8 leqjs uo paipsuoa Suiaq 
uoAa pu aie ajs pX pue uiaqi aqifsip 
X|aAipe a|doad isoui ^spooj inaisua^eix 
asaqi joj pa^se seq Xpoqofq 'q 
SI Suuaau^ua aipuaS ‘luauniojpuia jnb 
pue pooj ino jo i^jes aqi ajojaq sigojd 
jiaqi Suiae^d saiueduioa leaiuiaqaojSe 
JO asea' jeap e seM ajaqi JdAa jj^ 

:pduie[dxa 

jUeaf ssipq, jjasjaq 8ui|iea ^ddoja. 
e ^NHO luauiaieis d'uoqda|di e uj 

*paXoj|sap 

lAou SI eiep Xjessaaau asneaaq UMop 
pdMO|s' uaaq seq adcj padSfU) pamuiSua 
XqeaipuaS joj ssaaoid uopesgeiaiaunuoa 
aqi leqi aq Xeui q *sajn{iej doja 
pue isiuisip aiiqnd jo spajja aqi 8ui|daj 
Xpeaije saiueduioa oi Akofq lueagn^is 
e SI siqx 'pauieisns uaaq aAeq 'him 
aSeuiep jo qyoM spunod jo spuesnoqi jo 
spajpunq leqi Xiaqif si ij *spueq aieq pue 
sjooi 8uiuapje8 uounuoa 8uisn UMop ina 
dJdM saJiaia bs 000*01 X|dieujixojdde 
jaAoa jaqia8oi qaiqM sdoj'a aqx 

*8UiaisXg saipua0 iue{x pue anbpauaQ 
jaauoij '^oiuesuojq ^OAai^ isani'eduioa 
leuoi'ieusueji 8 uimo{IOJ aqi Xq 
papui Suiaq ajdM ^appiuoiieu 00€ 1^1 
le JO yeif ^saiu aseafai ai'ejdqipp aqx 


p^yeui 

01 Suniioa doja jei&iaAoxiuoa jefnaiyed 
siqi lUdAajd pmoa saguipe auiiiqSiu 
asaqi aq Xeui q Vi oi XQ 
^suoiieunueiuoaapf p{ag aipuaS UMomi 
JO jaqiunu |epi aqi sSuuq pue uasoqa 
Xiieai8aieii8 uaaq aAeq bi jeadde Xaqx 


'aamos snouiXuoue aiq^qai 
e Xq aunf jo qi^ aqi uo suogae pajip 
|igaaead asaqi Jo pauuojui seM 3 |jomp^ 
8uijaaui8ua aipuaf) aqx ’Xn 
ssoiae paXoiisap aiaM paasadei pajaau^ua 
XiieaipuaS jo sdoja apjedas uaAas 
iseai I'e^.pooj uiaisuaqueg, isuieSe uoipe 
jepdod JO ubiie|easa ue ui ‘iqSni is'eq 


‘ajiqsjaisaaio^ ‘aiiqsuieqSuiiiOf^ 
^ajiqsujoauiq *aji'qsjdisdano|0 
^ajjqsXqjdQ tiq8i|j a'uQ ui spiaij 
I - sdojQ-auaQ aqi's^g uoiicy paJfG 


iiMop A!iO{ aqi JOJ 
qjOMpfq Suuaau^ug aipuaQ aqi qim 
qanoi ui %o2 a^ '*eaie ajiqsuiei^uiiibtJ 
aqi UI auo Suipnpui (jaui pue' noA 
01 paqseji sjeqi) paieunueiuoaap ajaM 
Xqunoa aqi punoje saiis' isai oi isea| le 
qiuoui ise{ *^unoa aqi' 2uid99jAS si leqi 
^Xii|iqisuodsaj ifAia^ jo sasm Mail aqi 
siaded aqi ui uaas aAeq Xeui noX jo auiog 

aan^tvimjcaia 

sails asvaiaa 





































































































































































































































































































Project Work! 
Welfare to Work! 

What’s the difference? - ft’s 
all forced labour. 

When the Labour government was elected 
some assumed that it would act more 
fairly to people on benefits than die Tories 
did. Job Centres in Nottingham 
suspended the Project Woik programme, 
waiting for Labour to cancel it But now 
the government has told them^ to cairy 
on and force clatments on to Rroject Woix 
placements until Labour’s own brand of 
lorced labour - Welfare to Work - part of 
the so<alled New Deal which this month 
is extended to the 25 and over age range. 

Now that Project Woik is up and running, 
and Welfare to Work is being introduced, 
many claimants aged 18-50 are being 
forced to waste their time in useless 
training and work placements for only 
£10 on top of the normal dole and the 
bosses get paid £60 -£75 a week by the 
government for our labour. Ii wc 
con^laindiey say we are lazy scroungers. 

This is all based on the ridiculous work 
ethic of New Labour, they don’t ask 
questions about why we work, what it 
will contribute to society? They seem 
to think that work, what ever it is, is a 
useful thing in it's self. Why take some 
one out of voluntary work to make them 
toss hamburgers for Me Death. Welfare 
to work will also undermine the jposition 
of paid wcttkers. Why would a business 
employ some one when they can get 
paid to take on a slave. Well maybe 
because they want a trained worker who 
wants to do the job, which leaves 
claimants in the hands of the 
multinationals who want cheap untrained 
labour, hi New York where the Workfare 
scheme (which inspired both Project 
Work and Welfare to Work in Britain) 

has resulted in 20,000 city council 

_ _ _ • 


workers being laid ofif and replaced by 
the unemployed. Unemployment is a 
fact of capitalist society, )^u cant punish 
people just cause your systems fucked. 
^ It would be far more beneficial if people 
prepared to live simply and thats all 
you can do on the dole, were allowed to 
without harassment 

In Nottingham Help The Aged and 
Nottingham Council for Voluntary 
Services refused to take part in Project 
Work. 

To resist the schemes contact: NCA d 
0 PO Box 192, Nottingham NGl IFJ 
or leave a phone No. on the pager and 
well getback to you. Tel; 0839 046175. 


Dole Chaos! 

Just for fun we lifted this one fiom the 
Schnews, Ta. 

Wc;ve been sent a copy of a DSS internal 
Memo ^ich wc found hilarious. On 
Wednesday afternoon Police were called 
to a Benefits Office to remove a drunk. 
As officers were removing him, another 
police car arrived and seeing the first car 
stopped to sec if any help was needed. 
On entering the building they saw 
someone they wanted in the office and 
arrested him. Another police car driving 
passed, seeing the 2 cars outside, 
stopped ;;.id, on entering, saw someone 
they too wanted to arrest Yet another 
passing police car seeing the first thr^, 
entered the benefits office. As they did 
so two customers hurled abuse at them, 
the police followed them inside and 
cautioned them. Due to the fact that 
four police cars were parked outside, a 
passing riot van stopped to give 
assistance, thinking a full on riot was 
going on. On entering, one of it’s 
officers saw someone he wanted to 
arrest; his mate decides to have a go 
and is also arrested. There are now 4 


cars, 1 van, 5 customers and 9 policemen 
all doing their own thing in our office. 
By now other guilty customers are also 
getting the wiiwi up and are leaving left 
right and centre. A customer in room 
4, havins a go at a supervisor, dashes 
out and rails over a woman PC. Shock 
on his face, he asks if the law are here 
for him, not waiting, he makes a rapid 
exit So the total outcome of the action 
- 4 cars, 1 riot van, 9 police, 5 arrests, 8 
legging it, 1 problem customer gone 
and 13 blank tickets. 


Dealers in Death - 
revisited 

the Heckler & Koch/Royal Ordnance 
factory owned by British Aerospace was 
the site of another Nottinglram CAAT 
protest in an ongoing campaign against 
their sale of arms to oppressive regimes. 
The theme of the protest ,timed to 
coincide with the EU summit in Cardiff 
,was the licensing of the emort of the 
technology for the manufacture of 
200,000 assault rifles in Turkey ,a 
coimtiy renowned for its human rights 
abuses and for waging a genocidal war 
against its Kurdish population .The 
timing of the demo was because of the 
EUs recent release of a code of conduct 
for ethical arms sales and Turkey's 
attempts to gain entry into the EU - the 
deal for the technology being granted to 
a British company as a bribe during our 
presidency. 

A 30 - strong picket arrived outside the 
gates at around 8.30am with placards 
and banners which were tied to the 
fences. Two Earth Firsters! quickly 
scaled a pair of lamposts and preceded 
to spend two and a half hours dropping 
an impressive 12 metre baimer reading 
*lfeckler & Koch - Dealers In Death". 
As this continued 
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flowers and white ribbons were also tied 
to the fence. At about midday a coach 
load of 35 Kurdish people amved firom 
London, bringing flags, baimers and 
lots of enthusiasm. Traditional Kurdish 
dancing was performed by the roadside 
with local activists' participatioiL A 
symbolic blockade of the entrance then 
ensued, lasting for around five minutes 
and gaining lots of attention from 
passing motorists. 

With Kurish protestors and CAAT 
campaigners from London, CND 
activists from Derby and Leicester, and 
a large turnout from local CAAT 
supporters - as well as another bout of 
guerilla catering from Veggies - a 
successful escalation of the campaign 
was seen. There was substantial press 
interest and the campaign will contmue! 

For news of fiirther events please contact 
Christine on (0115) 9603693. 


Animal Help! 

Local animal sanctuaries desperately need 
volunteers. No experience necessary. 
Transport provided most Sundays. 
Contact Brent on 916 0300. 

Do^s,cats ii rabbits in need of ^ood 
lovmg homes. Lots of different sizes, 
types, and ages, always available. 
Qmtact Celia on 01623 753 883. 


Child Prisoners 
Riot! 

This last month 9 children had to face 
30 cops in riot gear when they kicked of 
at Medway Detention Centre at Cookham 
Wood in Kent. The kids started smashing 
windows in the prison vben they were 
stopped fitnn playing pool and weren't 
allowed to sec the end of the world cup 
matches. Medway holds up to 40 12-14 
year olds who have committed 3 
imprisonable offences and broken a 
supervision order. The private prisons 
were Iniilt by Tarmac (the nice people 
who are preparing to ^ny our Country 
Paik atBestwood!) and our wloved Groiq) 
4 (or Grope 4as the female road protesten 
called them at Twyford Down.) and it 
costs the tax payer between £4000-5000 
aweek per child to keep them there. Tire 
Childrens Act - vbich gives children in 
care rights to visits, phone calls, access 
to independent inspectors an so on - do 
not apply to these prisons. 

Fran Russell of the Howard League for 
Penal Reform commented; These child 
gaols, apart fiom being repugnant, will 
simply not work. Putting vulnerable, 
disturbed children hundreds of miles 
fiom their families and communities is 
no way to get children to stop offending. 


The only simitar place for children in 
this age range in the U.K. is at Lisneyin 
in Northern Ireland and the reoffending 
rate th^ is 100%" 

The whole point of these gaols is to 
demonise children, to make out that 
small diildren are a threat to society who 
need to be banished as far away as 
possible. Inevitably, there will be 
oullying, selfharming, and suicides in 
these institutions and the children will 
come out more likely to offend than when 
they went iiL We hoped we’d got over all 
this when Michael Howard went - but 
this Honre Secretary seems just as keen 
as his predecessor to portray children as 
evil and dangerous." 

After the riot the Home Offices conment 
was that it was not concerned and it was 
an internal matter for Group 4. They 
intent to build more prisons for children 
at Onley in Northamptomshire, 
Medomsley in Co. Durham. There is 
also one plaiured for Gringl^^cn-the-Hill 
in Nottinghamshire but due to local 
protests this is going to public enquiy. 

Anyone who thinks that these places are 
an]^ing more than warehousing for 
venerable children that >oci^ doesn't 
want to deal with is mistakeiL Tn^want 
these kids out of si^t so they doni have 
to take a hard look at the society that 
created them. 

For prisoner support information, and 
benefit tapes contact: Sheffield ABC, PO 
Box 446, Sheffield, SI 3FF. 

or Spirit of Freedom at Earth Liberation 
Prisoners, BM HEAL, London WCIN 
3XX. 

send your old books to Haven 
Distribution - BM Haven, WCIN 3XX. 
(they distribute books fiee to prisoners.) 





Oliver Reid's 
Wine Column. 

Being the rich Hollywood giant I 
like nothing better than a glass (or a few 
bottles, let's not be mean!) of t^ dollar 
champagne, however, for all you 
Sneinton midgets, here's a money savmg 
alternative. 

Elderflower wine IsnarkUng); 

You will need; 

1 oz. ginger or grated lemon rind. 

1 pint elder flowers. 

8 pints boiling water. < 

to each gallon of juice add: 

3 lbs of sugar 

Juice of one lemon (organic) 

1/2 oz of yeast 

• check hedgerows playing fielch and 
woods for elder tre^ ^rou're going to 
have to be quick off the mark on this 
one!) - theyVe gnarled looking and light 
hmwn in colour and a bit spmdly. Tire 
florets of tiny white flowm are easy to 
identdy. Don't take too many, else there'll 
be no berries left for September wine 
makin&Tlre bat way to remove flowers 
firom tM stems is to take 2 or 3 florets 
and roll them in your hands, using a 
sheet of newspaper to catch the flowers. 
While doing this, 8 pints of water should 
be on the boil. Put tire flowers and lemon 
rind in the panfs) of boiling water, turn 
off the heat or cover, leaving to stand for 

4 days in a warm place, l^ter stoain 
through fine muslin into a demijohn 
(about 50p each fixmi 2nd hand shops), 
and stir-in the sugar and lemon juice, 
and leave to ferment in a room with a 
decent temperature 165-70 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Just before it finishes 
fermenting, strain it once more, and 
boUle it It should be ready to drink in 
about 4-6 weeks or you can leave it to 
mature for a couple more months. It's 
great for festival^ which reminds me, 
fm off to get smashed with me old pals 
Richard ILirris and Liz Taylor, cheers! 


It’s Yer Cheetin* Recipe 
Column. 

here's one for all you veggies udio are 
sick of committing murder and 
supporting live e3q;>oits, and veal crates 
for the sake of a lump rf cheese! 

Cheetin’ Cheese; 

Melt sonre hard vegan Marg. (eg. some * 
Granose.) and stir in an equal quantity of 
soya flour. Flavour it witti ye^ extract 

i the one called Natex gives the’^cheesiesi" 
lavourX soy sauce, herbs etc ... Then 
chill it 1 ^ allow it to harden. It can be 
cubed or sliced to serve in salads or 
sandwiches. 


Police launch plan 
to control the 
news 



Under cur rents productions spent a year 
uncovering the co-ordinated plans by the 
various British police forces to control 
the news reaching the nations screens 
and newmpm. As Channel 4 dragged 
its heels in commissioning the 
investigation, undercurrents productions 
took it m>on itself to expose the plan. 
The video feature ‘^BREAKING NEWS” 
will be shown nationally at co-ordinated 
national screenings for the first time on 
July 9 1998. It will also be distributed 
on Britains only alternative news video, 
undercurrents. 

The feature follows the story of one 
fiieelance journalist vdio has been arrested 
fix times in the last two years merely 
for doing his job,reporting newsworthy 
events. Television journalist Roddy 
Mansfield claims that- 

" In all the times I have been arrested the 
police have never respected my press 
credentials and held me until all my 
deadlines are passed and then I am always 
releaired without charge. In one case the 
Met police erased my tape, however th^ 
left dre microphone on as they erased in 
the custody suite thus giving us concrete 
evidence of news management ” 

His story is backed up with similar 
stories of arrests ana beatings of 
journalists, photographers, and Televison 
workers. Cire HTV producer received two 
broken ribs fiom a truncheon blow while 
reporting an event in Manchester. 

For the first time ever the public will ncc 
the video footage and photographs that 
the police have been intert on siq^pressing 
over the last year. The iirvestigation also 
includes exclusive footage of the first 
journalist being arrested under the new 


harrassment laws merely for filming 
Thames Valley police behaviour. 

Director of undercurrents productions 
Paul O’ Connor was quoted as saying 

** It seems that news and currents affairs 
programmes now rely so much on the 
police for fly on the wall documentaries, 
that to risk upsetting the police force is 
seen as not good for business. That 
probably explains why reports of police 
management of the news are not getting 
through to the public. That is why any 
form of alternative distribution of 
independent news documentaries is so 
important ” 

Breaking news will be distributed as just 
one of twelve features on the award 
winning news video undercurrents 9. 
With an ever expanding audience of 
60,000 in Britain alone,over 100,000 in 
Australia and cabled into the homes of 7 
million homes in the USA an emerging 
news network is coming up from the 
grassroots. 

Contact Paul O’ Connor for more 
details on : 01865 203661 or 
0973 298359 (mobile) 

Undercurrents should be shown at the 
rainbow centre on 9th July Ring to 
confirm! 


Nottingham in 
Bloom? 



Yes, it's that time of year again wh^ 
Nottingham is suddenly covered in 
hundreds of horrible coloured flower 
arrangements in an effort to convince us 
that this city really is pleasant to live in. 

It might seem mean spirited to be cynical 
alreut flowers, but the whole event does 
appear completely mad. Why spend 
thousands of pounds, litres of grim 
pesticides and so much effort on creating 
di^lays which will only last a few weeks. 
Wouldn’t i* be better to spend the time, 
money and effort on actually making 
Nottingham a more pleasant place to 
live in all year round. Wc could have a 


week of tree planting, creating wildlife 
areas, natural sculptures, doing up parks- 
restoring the balance between grey 
concrete and green living spaces, where 
we could all relax. ^ 

To be very suspicious it would seem 
that Britain in Bloom is another attempt 
to convince us that we do live in healthy 
pleasant spaces not concrete wastelands, 
an attempt to further decrease our desire 
to actually improve vdiere we live, by 
encouraging us to decorate our towns 
and cities with brightly coloured flowers 
once a year. To demand diverse, green 
colourful spaces all year round, doesn't 
quite fit in with Mr. Blaifs agenda. It 
might just cause us to question why we 
should be forced to live in such grey, 
depressing, polluted places, just in order 
to serve the capitalist machme. The last 
thing that the people behind Britain in 
Bloom want us to do is to dream, use 
our imaginations and demand real 
change. 

If Nottingham wins Britain in Bloom 
again, will it really be anything to be 
proud of? 


Is it cheaper? 

The Economics of Owning 
Vei^us Hiring a Car. 



DRITC TO IVORK^ItKJRKTO DRITC 

How ejmensive is it to run a car or bike? 
Arouna 70% of car costs arc 
fixedoverheads, paid whether or not you 
drive it Perhaps 20% of readers would 
enjoy a better quality of life by selling 
their car. Cycling locally, with trailcn 
for loads, plus taxis and hiring a new car 
when needed is a viable alternative. 

Ownership of my F-registration Vauxhall 
Astra was £l,700p.a. for depreciation, 
spares, third party insurance, road tax, 
intere^ lost (3%^ parking, breakdown 
cover, M.O.T., servicing and cleaning. 

Petrol was £790 for 9,000 miles. I was 
paying £2,490p.a. (1998 prices) to own 
a car used occasionally for long journeys 
- £48 per week. Fm taxed at 24% plus 
8.4% National Insurance, so thats an 
income of £70 per week for a car. 


Cycling is green, healthy exercise, usually 
quicker for city trips, fim and very cheap. 
A £200 - £500 bike with all the safety 
essentials and £45 p.a. of servicing/spares 
only costs £3 per week to run before 
insurance. 


A wiw to save a lot of money is to get 
rid of your car. From a "poor car owner" 
you could become a "wealthy cyclist" 
able to afford the best of everything. 
Economy car hire is fium £20 a day, £50 
a weekend or £120 a week inclusive of 
insurance for damage beyond £250. You 
could hire for 12 weeks (at £140 a week) 
or take 480 taxi rides for £3.50 instead of 
owning a car. Remember the most 
pollution a car will ever produce is in the 
manufacturing stage. 


Send a SAE for a fiee sheet on how to 
calculate your own car's cost. Anna 
Semiyen, Centre for Health Economics, 
University of York, YOlO 5DD. 



On the final day of Green Transport Week 
critical cyclists occupied city centre str^ 
in Nottii^ham. Sick of choking and being 
cut up by dangerous drivers about 20 
cyclists created a pleasant car fiee space 
ly cycling at walking pace across all lanes. 
A police escort added safety, and a stereo 
strapped to one cyclists back added the 
good vibes, and a pleasant time was had 
by all. Except maybe the motorists, but 
we have to nice their selfishness every 
day, they can make way for a positive 
alternative once a month. 


The police called a halt to our summers 
evemng ride by blocking off two lanes 
outside Vicky Centre with a riot van (a 
little over the top!) 

Another critical mass is planned for the 
last fiiday in july. Meet 5.20pm at Old 
Market Square. Bring banners, whistles, 
sounds etc... Scateboarders and 
rollerbladers welcome. 


BRAMBLES. 

Radical Routes to Mutual Aid. 

*The onlv ethical decision is to take 
responsioility for our own existence and 
that of our children. Make it now, " (Bill 
MoHisoil) 

Brambles Housing Co-operative is 
situated in Pitsmoor, an inner city area 
of Sheffield, just to tfie north of tlM city 
centre. The housing co-operative was set 
up in 1991, the focus of the co-operatives 
work has shifted towards concern about 
the envirofunent. The co-op currently 
houses five adults and six children in 
two adjacent houses. They are trying to 
develop structures for people to live low 
impact lifestyles in urban 


Brambles is a member of Radical 
Routes, a secondary co-op of both 
housing and workm co-ops. 

All-'members of Radical Routes co¬ 
operatives are required to commit 
themselves to working 15 hours per week 
towards social change, and also to limit 
their income to twice benefit levels. 
Althou^ brambles is quite an intentioruil 
community, all members of the co- 
opersative eat vegan meals together at 
least once a day, share responsibility for 
caring for the children in the co-op and 
full members income share, we also 
believe that we must play an active role 
in the wider community, helping to build 
a grass roots movement of community 
activists, to this end the mund floor of 
one of our houses is used as a resource 
centre, providing a meeting space, office 
facilities and a library of radical and 
alternative books and periodicals to local 
commimity ^ups, such as Education 
otherwise, Pitsmoor Credit Union, the 
local permaculture Forum and its spin 
off the Sheffield peasants Collective and 
a local mutual aid group, many of which 
were set up with help mm members of 
brambles. 

For some time there had been 
dissatisfaction amongst some members 
of the Sheffield LETS scheme that many 
of the inequalities found in the 
conventiofial economy, particularly to do 
with attaching different values to peoples 
skills, were being mirrored. This led to 
people from deprives areas such as 
ritsmoor, being exploited by middle 
class liberals who valued their mils more 
highly than ours. After some initial 
discussion on setting up a local LETS 
scheme for the area, it was decided that 
it was more appropriate to start a Mutual 
Aid Group. The group organises 
fortnightly collective wofk days, either 
at a members house or some local 
community project, where we work 
together and sluire ridlls, knowledge, and 
also meet new friends, building up a 
social network of people viho we can call 
upon to help us v/hca we need it 

Members of the group are committed to 
mutual aid, helping others in the 
community in the knowledge that help 
will be fi^ly given to them. This heli» 
to re-build communities in a way that 
LETS schemes, which are merely 
different economic and trading systems 
cannot, as they do not involve forming 
new penonal relationships between 
people, the Mutual Aid Gr^ has also 
started a monthly collection of waste for 
re-cycling firom people's doorsteps, and 
is working towards extending this to 
collect unwanted items that can be 
redistributed to others ^^iK> can use them. 

Tordate we have hosted a full design 
course and two * . ^^uctory weeker:^^ 
on urban permaculture in the resource 
centre, unlike many permaculture 
courses, these are fiee to people claiming 
any state or council b^efit, and the 


charges to others are kept to a minimum. 
These couses help to skill up local people 
with the tools they neea to develop 
sustainable lifestyles, and a .local 
Permaculture Fonim provides pi^des 
a networking space for people to share 
their knowledge, skills, ideas and 
experience on a re^ar bai^ 

After the first permaculture design 
course, several p^le who had been on 
the course decided to set up the Peasant's 
Collective, inspired by a similar 
collective in Bra^ord. The groiq> works 
together to grow food and medicinal 
herbs for ourselves on allotments, 
derelict land and peoples gardens. 
Members are e:q>ected to put in about 
three hours work per week to grow 
enou^ food for themselves for most of 
the year, with all produce being shared 
amongst membm. The small surplus 
that we produce is sold at low cost to the 
local conununity, with concessionary 
prices to those on benefits, m order, to 
cover the cost of seeds, tools and 
allotment rents. 

By organising in this way, local people 
can eat locafiy grown organic produce 
which they would they w^d otherwise 
be uiuble to afford, ^i^e ensuring that 
land in the ciW is u^ productively and 
environmentally. The collective is also 
e:q)erimenting with various horticultural 
techniques; we have had good results 
firom growing on sheet mulcm beds made 
on derelict land and will now be using 
this method to clear reclaimed abandoned 
allotments, and we are using vegan 
organic methods on three of our 
allotments. At Brambles we are 
particularly concerned with e mp owering 
mdividuals to take control and to accept 
responsibility for their own^ lives. Ttos 
is opially applicable to the children living 
in the co-op, and three of the five school 
aged diildren here have decided to de¬ 
school themselves and to take 
responsibility for their own educatioiL 

The adults as cates do not try to impose 
a time table or curriculum, but act as 
facilitators when the children need help 
in their learning. We believe toat tl^ 
only usei^l education is that gained by 
Itvmg. The children take part in all the 
activities that co-op members are 
involved in, have regular contact with 
other adults and children, some of whom 
are also de-schooled. 

Brambles can be contacted at 82 
Andover Street, PitsnKxxr, Sheffield S3 
9EH, Tel. 0114 2797164. We welcome 
visitors who want to come and help us 
in our work and to learn more al^t 
vriiat we do, but please do arrange visits 
with us beforehand. Wc all lead busy 
and hectic lived and their are time when 
we need a break. We also expeetto be 

!ookfc2 3^ 

anyone out there interested in what we’re 
domg arid faricy liviiig m a iKXi-smoking, 
vegan^ ^hild-orientated mad house 
community? Get in touch. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































